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On % Auguet 1950, the Danish Commmist Party (DKP) held four regional conferences for 
‘Local, Perty leedere outside Sjaelland. . The conferences wore held on Lollend-Palster, 
at Kolding in south Jutland, at Aalborg in “orth Jutland, and at Odense in fyn- 
Langeland. The following report is a summary of the Odense conference. A fifth 
confexence of similar type was held at Aarhus on 13 August 1950, 


ws 


i, ‘he Odense conference began at 1030 hours andi ended at 1555 hours, with a one~ 
hour intermission for luach. The meeting was open enly to about 50 DKP members, 
selected from the following groups, who had been specifically asked to attend: 
a, Members of the District Geaderships of DEP. . 

b,. Members of the DEP Gity Leadership in Odense, 
ec. DRP Section Chairnen. 
‘de One representative of the Danish Coururnist Youth Orcanization (DKU) in Odense. 
@. Individuel DKP morbers who sre particularly active in Fyn trade unions. 
£. Individuel DEP menters who sre particularly active In the peace campaign. 
2. The regional. conferences were originally called to discuss two subjects: 
a. The war in Korea and resulting danger of ceneral war, 


b. The need for groxter DEP efforts in supporting the World Committee of 
Partisans of Peace, through Fredens Tilhaengere I Damark, 


When plans fer the mectings wore nearing completion the Danish Folketing election 
was scheduled for 5 September 1950, The DKP thereupon added domestic politica as 
the tiivd subject om the agenda of lts regional conferences. : 


3, The principal speaker at the Odense conference was Aksel Larsen, who covered the 
following toples: 
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utepnal poliiges and the DEY election cempaion. A long elaboration on the 
usual. DKP line: The Social Democratic goverment of Denmark is a puppet 
operated by the U. 8. Government which is, in tura, rum by Wall Street. Dene 
mare's present economic difficulties are the remlt af Danish acceptance of 
the Mershell Plan and the Atlantic Past. 


ihe Yershell, Elon and the Atlantic Pect. Tho DEP slegen, for the election 

ate oes and at a ge fe times, is "Denmark Out of the Atlambie Pact and the 
Asaricans Out of Denmark", Lersen explained that if Denmark withdrew fiom the 
Atlantic Pact she would undoubtedly be excluded from the Marshall Plan as woll. 
This, he stated, would be beneficial because “if wo could stop selling our 

butier to Eugland oat a loss we could improve our valuta shtuation by trading 

with pert of the wacld which has the greatest ecoucmic resources awl is “met 

able to deliver the resds. Thies would put our economy on an entirely different 
Dasle. Raniah withdrawal from the Atlantic Pact and the Marchal] Pian would 
cronts the conditions necessary for free trade between Denmark and other countriss. 
if we can trade with the countries which can bene?s4 uo we can thereby prewent un= 
euploymont, solve the valuta problem, and put our sconomie effaira in order. 

He explained at some length that because of Marshall Plan restrictions Denmaric 
can now trade with Eastern Eurepe only through a systen of barter which is se 
cumbersome that Eastern trade has almost ceased to exiet. He added that with- 
draval fran the Ailentic Pact would obviously relieve Dermark of the economic 
bustien of roarmanent, - 


ihren of war. Larsen stated that the Americans and their Social-Democratic 
allies have managed, by playing upon the fear of Soviet invasion, to stempade 
the Danish public into contimed support of the Atlantie Pact. “They say to 
us, "If you don't arm within twe years Western Europe will not be sble to get 
ahead of the USSR ari will be unable to protect Itself whon the USSR attacks,! 
That; is fantastic nonsense--4f the USSR intended to attack, the men in the 
Krerilin would be insano idiots if they walted two years." Because of Danish 
neshership in the Atlentic Pact, "If the war the Americans want ani foe 
which they are preparing comes, our scldiere will go out of Demurk to te 
glaughtered, tihile thay are doing this the Americans can bonb cur cltica, 
and 12 tholr warships can get near enough thoy will shell our country wills 
theie filers shoot dewn cur civilien population and drep atomic bonbks on ou 
hexiis. Is that the road we want Denmark to travel?* | 


2b8 wie in Keren. China intended to conquer Formosa dn July or August, and 

the inability of Chieng Kai Shek to defend tho islend wae obvious, Foraosa 
mst. be defended because it ia "a very important pam 4n the American gane 

of achieving world mastery and of defending what she already has." The 
Americans realized, however, that it would not meke a good imaression wpe 
world opinion if they sewt their fleet and alr force to Foruvsa without an 
excuse, "particularly einee the Clhidnose Peoples Republics has ab last beon 
mecegnized by the mere respected eountrios, incluwiing even England awl Denmark," 
A plausible excuse fer defending Formosa was therefore mecessary, an! the United 
States chose Korea as this excuses. The choice of Koren was net made at yanden, 
but fer the following reasous: ‘ 


a The Ameeicans had spent five years training the South Korean arny fer 
attack upon Nerth Koren, With 100,000 Arerican-trainad South Koroan 
troops there would be no need to risk the lives of dmoricen soldiers. 
The South Koreans would need to be supplied only with Anerteam officers 
to direct them fron good cover, and perhapa a few American planes. 


b. Korea would provide the Acerfcans with a useful and easily defended 
bridgehead on the eastern flank of the USSR, 


Go Herth Kerea would be a splendid acquisition for Amaricen capitealien 
ami for the Anerican var economy, South Earea is chiefly rural, but 
Iketh Kevon is highly industeialized, with enormous woeelth in inpertant 
minerals. The fact that the Americans wanted these miverals was a 
major factor In the choices of Keres as the excuse for shipping arms and 
men to the vicinity of Formosa, 
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Frevene Zilhsenvore. The campaign to collect Danish sianatures for the 
Stockhel appeal has collapsed and must be started all over again. The 
revival. mot bo under way by the time Fredens Lilhaengere holds ite congress 
in the fall of 1950, The wmber of sienatures collected before the drive 
expired waa good, but not extracrdinary, lLearsen stated thet he knew of no 
other country in which the Steckholm appeal hed been sshotaged as effectively 
as in Demexk, He also found the attitude of many DEP mexbers toward the 
reace campaign unfortunate: "The abtitaude of eome of the comrades ia, 142 
we're going to have war, let's get it over with" Larsen pointed out thst 
thig outlook, based upon the belief that capitelien can not survive another 
wer, is erroneous ond hanpers the Party pesce campaign. A good Party member 
nust not advocate war, because "the damage which would result fron atone 
bonts in a future wer would be so great thet it could not be renedied within 
& century." The time may come when the populations of the verlous countries 
Will voluntarily reject capitalism, Tho greatest factor in peeventing war 
et this tine is the Commmiat peace campaien, and all Commnists mst ro~ 
nenter thet thay can harm the capitalists most by prevonting them from meh 
PAE o ; 


the DEP ard Propaganda for the USSR. This problem has been discussed in 
Central, Goumitiee mootings,. The Central Committee has decided that the DEP 
has been seriously et feud in fediling to inform its meabers adequately 
"eoncerning what the USSR really is, ond that 4% is a socialiet state”, 
Larsen is willing to wager that within the ranks of the DEP iteelf? thore 
are actually many wembers whe heave no idea of what tho USSR ie end what the 
People's Demccracies aro like, "If an adequate educational eampaion had 
been begun in 1945 the attitude toward the USSR would be very different than 
it is today. It was very ead that when the Commniste in Ceechoslovakia 
mate such colossal progress in 1948, Commmien in Denmexk slipped beck se 
badly. This would not beve happevied 4f the public had beon adequately in- 
formed on what the People's Denceractes really woro,” 


Difficulties of the DEP Tass, Larsen reported that cixwulation af Lan’ o¢ 
Folks has declined steadily throughout the past six monthe, The Party foels 
that the sign of Land og Folk editions mst bo increased at this time Por 
political reasons, but does not have the finds this step would require, 
hand or Folks Ugeblad is, eccording to Aksel. laresn, widely eritieized bo~ 
cause 1t is too much Like Lend o¢ Folk. This is trues, but is entirely the 
result of the serious financial situation of the DEP preas: Because of Lack 
of fmds, Uesblad 1s forced to reprint articles which have apoeered during 
the week in Land of Folk. He stated that he knew of no other country in 
Which the Communist press is boycotted by aivertisors es completely as it 
is in Demmwk, adding thet while the Swodish Commrist Party ie leas ine 
fiuential in Sweden then the DKP in Denmark » the Svedish Communist paper 
Ay Bog carries fer more advertising than Land o¢ Folk. 


Strength of Seandin a Comupigst erties. "...Prom any viewpoint, the 
present situation confronts us with colossal and wnescapsble reaponsibilities, 
Ge are placed at one of the most sertonus sectors of the front, and we ney es 
well admit that it ia ene of the sectors where the work for peace seems to 
be weakest..." Larsen continued this theme with the explanation that be- 
cause of Social Democratic strength in the Scandinavian labor novenont, it is 

z "the three countries with Sectal Deurcratic govermionts that have succecdad 
%O some extent in isolating the PEACS TOVERUNG...” go that the peace came 
paign has been less gnceeseful then in othar countries, such as France, (In 
thia connection Larsen omepted England from the list of countries with 
Social Democratic governments, because there "the Social. Democratic party 
really isn't, entiroly a Social. Demecratic party") 


DEE Election Expenses. Akeel. Larsen werned his hearers that the provincial 
branches of the Party would have to handle the problem of slection exponces 
indepeniontly, since they could expect no assistance firon Copenhagen. 


4o The director of the conference 6p unidentified van frou Odense) discussed the 
falisre of the DEP in Odense to make the most of ite opportunities in Odense 
industrial centers, particularly the Timige plant and Cdense Stealskibsveerfs. 
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He stated the Odense Comunlsts take a defeatist attitwie toward the ponsibility 
of cxganizing within these twe estabahments, because Thrige is divided into so 
many separate sections that it is impossible to make contests in all of then and 
at Odense Stallskibavacrft, "there are two slipways, four ships, many machine 

shops and offices, each isolated so that DKP members in one cannot combact workers 
in the others." The speakex stated thet "wo must make our menmbera in these 
places see that the various units at Thrige and at Staalslcibsveerftet and in other 
establishments are connected and that it is possible...2or each comrade to find 
people iin the varlous sections end gradually get them all together,, thoy hare 
never trled to get together on an assignment within one factory so that we can 
joim tos links in all. the various sections to make « naturel. connection with tho 
Odense City Leadership of the DEP..." and through thet to the Party Leaderchipo 

He steted that a "politicel action leadership" must bo established in eech of 

the large factories, 


Gyr. Einar Krause of Odense reported on the work of the Fredons Tilhsengere cone 
mittee which was established in Odense in the spring of 1950. "Tt may be a 
Little too pink, but it dees include good, woll-known elemonts outside the Party... 
Agide feom the committee itself we are trying to got well-Imowmn people all over 
¥ya to sien a statement supporting the committee, We beliave thet it le tins 

for a public statement by geod, respectable people who are not known as Communtsts 
er as avy cuher kind of rascals. The Comittee orderod a special mmber af 

Eeeun for Freden, in an edition of 35,000 to 36,000 enples...fhe distribution 
dida't vork out very smoothly, and a lot of criticism could be made of the paper 
editorially, but we did suecced in gettdng most of 14 distributed erong Odense 
households and some of it got owt inte tha coastal towns. Tn the cosstel towns, 
hevever, the peace campaign and the work of sstebliching peace committees hag 
been week...” Dr, Kruse stated that the Cdense commitseo hoped to have subsidiary 
coumitices in the near future in MMiddelfart and én Svendborg, but that im Nyborg 
‘they had been unable to find well<lmow non-Comunieta to head the comm thes. 
“,.eWhewe the peace work in ruval. areas ia concerned the situation is gven 
weaker’, ollany commmities, especially on Lengeland and in some areas of Fyn, 

have established committees, but the really broad comrittes work tas just not 
talcen hold.® 


Dr. Kruse stated that the bright spot in the work of lvedens Tilheongers in 
Cdense was that "the peace project hac suceseded in winging in gene entirely 
ew forces whom we have uot hed as. activieta in the Party befere and who have 
never before been active in political, movements, peace campaigns or anything 
else. It is especially the women, who are trooping into Kvrindernes Domokretiske 
Verdensforbund (WIDF),." The speaker xeported that "The werk has alleo been 
taken up ameng the old Resistanze peopie. We got a group of them together - 
people we knew and worked with during the cccupation--nestiy our people and a 
feu others, axl explained thet continuation of the work of the Resistame mx 
lies in the peace campaign. Tb can readily be understesd if one thinks the 
thing through thet we wore on rather thin tes here. The Resletance people are 
Still peonle who want to soe tangible results, They want sonething to happen. 
They want speed. People with that nontallty.. might very casily...get out of 
contizel, and might become a rallying point for provocateurs, so that they eauld 
easily be expledted against beth the Party and the pence cenpaign. We there 
fovs told these old comrades that we wented only siguctures for the Stocihein 
appeld emi supper fer Fredens filhaengers, aml nothing elee, We are nes 
winking an eye ani saying, *You understand-=we axe sberting a little group, 

ant this is the wey we ere beriming..: Wea told then very plainly that we didn 
warts thet kind of thing. We debated the question, and I believe they under: 
stood that there are several, distinguished comrades who are going on with 

this work, I also believe that we will sucesed in this way in getting margr 
gocd contacts in the industelal plants, since all these Resistance people 4n 
Odense sro people who are well know and respected Intheir places of eupLoyuent:, 
aml the have net horetofors attracted attention politicaliy, With the Part; 
coumedes and other elements wa have in the industrial centers, theae paople 

will be able to help a great deal when ve are ready to establish peese comm’.ttecs, 
waich 1s our principal tas. : 


(Conoremne iar, 
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7. Kruse stated that the Dalum Section of the Perty has between 40 and 50 members, 
but that in the Dalum mmdoipal election of Merch 1950 "q couple of hundred votes" 
were cast; for the DEP, The Dakum Section had reached an impasse in its efforts 
to establish a local peace coumittes, because it had been unable to sign up non= 
Commn‘ist manbers. They had come to Dr, Kruse to ask whether they should give 
up the attempt to form a comnittes, or should "nake up a committees of.,..people 
who can not deny, when asked, that they are Party members." Kruse had, he told 
the conference, explained to the Dalum comrades that "in ny opinion it would not 
be advisable to set up an all-Communist committee, We have the Stockholm appesl, 
am: in the manifestos of the World Comnittes of Pertisans of Peace we have ae 
worterful a basis for masa movement as we could want. We have never hed such 
pessibilities of getting people into conversation in a ginple and easily under~ 
stendable way, and to talk to then about the things which are in everyone's 
mind and in which everyone can take an interest--things which do no demand great 
political insight or speaking talent, On this basis we must create a broad 
novenent--broadly inclusive committees. These will naturally vary somewhat in 
color-~-redder in some localities than in otherg--but to set up comnittses con- 
sisting of Perty members would.,.be a decisive error. We wouldn't need connit= 
tecs if we were to do that, We wouldn’t need a peace campaipn, We could simply 
refer to the Party statementea on war and peace am consider that everything 
necesasry had been said on the case for peace," 


& Dro Kruse stated that Fredens Tilhaenyere end the DEP suffer from a comnon faultq-< 
leck of initdative. Fredons Tilhaengere “has not, for example, been able to act 
against the hysteria in the (non-Commnist) press, This shouldn't be such a 
colossal problem--these mean, baseless articles about. Fredens Tilheengere in 
the local press. You needn't be a professor to see that these must be ansuered , 
ami thet the simplest way to begin is to organize lettera to the editors, They 
night not all be published, but they would all get inte the editorial offices, 

Tt deegn't take any great mental capacity to organize telephone calls to the 
editors protesting against this kind of thing. 


90 The speaker werned that members mst not allow thenselves to be drawn into 
arguments concerning the likelihood of war, who was the ageressor in Korea, and 
so forth, but must--perticularly to hold the bourseois elements--find points 
upon which there was not apt to be serious disagreement, and stick to those, 
"The viewpoint on which we do agree is that the atomic bomb must be forbidcen 
and that we will fight for peace, We stand on the basis of the Stockholm 


ILLEGIB PROS. o* 


a really systematic signature collection cempaien in the big industrial plente-- 
and we have not been able to do so, Just nowy we heave 7,000 sienstures in 
Cdense, ani no more..." He stated that further work was iupossible until the 
sunmer ‘vacation season ended, 


il, Concerning the future of Fredens Tilbaengere, Dr, Kruse sed, "The Odense con= 
mittee is based upon the Stockholm appeal and upon nothing else, This means 
that the collection of simetures will end eventually...ani new assignments 
will heave to be made as the need arises, However, collection of signatures is 
hg a essential and the most important thing, anmi...we must blow life into 

@ project", 


12, Heluuth Jorgensen spoke az representative of the DKU ‘in Giense. His speech was 
& long complaint that tho Party adults pay too little attention to the DEU, ani 
that tho DKU memberg themselves show too Little initiative. He stated that tha 
DEU in Odense has thrown all its energies into the peace cempaign, but hae 


ere apt to regard all young people whe are outside the DEY as political illiterates, 
beyond hope of redemption. . ie regerd the DEV as a Cormunict Party No. 2, in which 
there is a place only for convinced Marxist youth.” He queted an unidentified 
Central Committee member who had said in @ speech before the DEP Central Committee 


srs 
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on 5 Jemary 1950 that “we must understand the primary place of the DKU within 
the Commmist movement, The DRU is the Party liaison--its transmission lins 

toa the broad masses of youth... tle need a youth movement at least ten times as 
extensive as our Party. The DEG mist not be a Conmmist Party No. 2. There 

can be only om Communist Party." He further quoted Tb Norlund, "...The Party 
dove net adequately understand the youth question...cr the significance of ths 
DEV in the further development of the Party, as a connecting link in the training 
ef young voters..oin the Party sections the DRU is often regarded elmost as a 
drag on, the Perty~-a iwisance which under certain circumstances the Party would 
not be sorry to see disappear." Jorgensen also complained about the mumber of 
DEP perents whose children never joined the DXU. "Party mombers regard the DEU 
only as a source of assistance when there are newspapers, bandbilis and posters 
to be distributed. They never take an interest in increasing their influence 
over the young people they meet et work or at home. It would mean a great deal 
if our Party comrades in the work centers would look out for the young people 
apprentices, young workere=--because workers as able as our Party comrades usually 
are can exert a powerful influence on young people who are beginning work in a 
factory, If such young people once gain confidence in one of our Party comrades 
dt is zot a long way from that point to the DEU...% 
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